
Hudson Square is New York 
City’s Creative District
Once home to the city’s printing industry, Hudson 
Square today is home to a dynamic community of
media and production professionals, fashion 
designers, architects, and entrepreneurs housed in 
its loft-style art deco buildings.

The not-for-profit organization that helps manage 
the neighborhood, the Hudson Square Connection, 
works with local businesses and city officials to 
ensure that the creativity happening inside our 
buildings also flourishes on our streets.

The Hudson Square Connection works year-round 
to address the needs of businesses and to connect 
companies with one another to facilitate collabo-
ration and the exchange of ideas. We are currently 
implementing Hudson Square is Now, a $27 million 
neighborhood beautification plan that will result  
in more and better open spaces, hundreds more 
trees, and a safer and more welcoming pedestrian 
environment.

The Connection provides a voice for our neighbor-
hood. From greening to seating to bicycle parking, 
we pay attention to the needs of the people who 
work in Hudson Square. We work with the City of 
New York and local property owners to make our 
streets a place for people—not just cars.

Welcome to
Hudson Square
The following pages offer an overview about what’s 
going on in Hudson Square and what’s in store for our 
neighborhood. Welcome to Hudson Square!
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Media and production professionals, designers, and entre-
preneurs contribute to New York City’s creative economy 
while working from their Hudson Square headquarters. 

Industries By Number of Firms

Meet the Neighbors

Hudson Square has become a magnet for creative 
companies across the city and around the world. 
Companies such as Saatchi + Saatchi, Wieden + 
Kennedy, Sailthru, Pearson, Edelman, CBS Radio, 

WeWork, and Horizon Media are just a few who call 
Hudson Square home.
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Architecture, Art + Design is the third largest industry 
with approximately 170 firms in architecture, engineering, 
design, and the arts.

Architecture, Art + Design
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Media + Communications Firms

While Media + Communications accounts for 27% of the 
firms in Hudson Square, it actually occupies over 50% of 
our office space including 7 of the 10 largest tenants.
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Neighborhood Amenities

Hudson Square has a variety of retailers contributing 
to the vibrancy of our streets. Employees here thrive on 
working in the fast lane, yet appreciate Hudson Square’s 
relaxed, small-town feel. It is this unique neighborhood 

vibe that makes Hudson Square a place where people 
love to work, play, and visit. 

Big City Conveniences; Small Town Feel
During lunchtime  you can find a variety of eateries offering every-
thing from farm fresh to junk food – something to fit everyone’s 
tastes and budgets.  

Our neighborhood has all the amenities you expect on a daily 
basis – pharmacy, banks and gyms – as well as some unexpected 
conveniences like the passport agency and a gourmet chocolatier! 
For a full listing of all the local amenities visit our website.

Business to Business Directory
Our online business to business directory promotes local 
businesses and encourages local partnerships. Vendors can 
highlight capabilities and services, present a slideshow of 
significant work and share website and contact information. For a 
company looking to make neighborhood connections, the Hudson 
Square Directory is an easy place to start. Currently, you can find 
businesses listed in printing, graphic design, media, technology, 
retail, volunteer opportunities, catering, and business services. 

Hudson Square Retail Map
Our retail map and informational pamphlet, available as a take-
away and virtually, includes restaurants, galleries, salons, and 
shops. The handout includes an introduction to the Connection 
and fun facts to share about the neighborhood. Pick one up and 
pass along to visitors and friends of Hudson Square!



Freeman Plaza North, West, and East   
VARICK STREET with entrances on BROOME STREET (North) and WATTS STREET (East), HUDSON STREET with entrances on BROOME STREET and WATTS STREET (West)

Outdoor Spaces

The creative innovators of Hudson Square’s workforce 
interact virtually with their peers around the world  
and personally with each other every day. To help ener-
gize that creativity, the Connection is creating outdoor 

spaces throughout the neighborhood. Greening,  
seating, and lighting help support the pedestrian culture 
that reinforces our identity as the heart of Manhattan’s 
Lower West Side.

Future Park - Completion Spring 2017
AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS between SPRING STREET and BROOME STREET

Urban Plaza  
Between VARICK STREET and AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS with entrances on SPRING STREET and DOMINICK STREET
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The Connection’s
Programs

The Hudson Square Connection is engaged in  
a broad range of programs and projects designed to 
enhance the quality of life for the people who work  
in our neighborhood.

Connection Card Program
The Connection Card is our “buy local” 
program benefitting both local workers and 
retailers with special offers and discounts. 
Present the card at participating retailers 
to receive a special offer.For a full list of 
participants and promotions visit the 
Connection Card page on our website.

Greening and Tree Planting
A central goal for the Connection is to 
make our neighborhood a model of urban 
sustainability. To accomplish this, we are 
planting  300 trees with widened tree pits 
and an innovative drainage and paving 
system. Once complete, we will improve our 
air quality, reduce storm water run-off,and 
reduce temperatures on the sidewalks. 
NYC’s Parks Department hailed our plan  as 
“a platinum model” for urban forestry.

Pedestrian Plazas
Working with the NYC Department of 
Transportation, we created two pedestrian 
plazas with landscaped planters. Local 
artisan Gina Miccinilli, in association with  
Compleat Sculptor, had some fun with 
the granite traffic barriers transforming 
them into custom-designed artwork called 
“Lemniscatus”. The plazas beautify our 
streets, and improve pedestrian safety.

Public Art and Holiday Lights
During the holidays, we light up our streets 
with custom designed holiday snowflakes. 
Our LED lighted snowflakes provide cheer 
and holiday spirit every year. We also work 
to animate our streets with temporary 
public art installations in an effort to enliven 
our streets and plazas.

Fostering Innovation
In Hudson Square, we know that idea 
sharing and creative proximity foster inno-
vation. To that end, the Connection hosts 
events like our Annual Meeting, company 
lunch and learns, and industry-specific 
mixers so that hundreds of executives, 
entrepreneurs, and neighborhood support-
ers can come together.
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Pedestrian Traffic Managers 
Pedestrian Traffic Managers (PTMs) are 
placed along Varick Street from Houston 
to Spring Streets to help pedestrians and 
cyclists safely cross Varick Street during 
the PM rush. Our PTMs help our pedestrian 
environment by discouraging motorists 
from blocking crosswalks and intersec-
tions—which adds to a better experience by 
decreasing horn honking too! 
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Transportation Access

Hudson Square is a transportation hub with four subway 
lines, three bike share stations, eight bus routes, the 
Holland Tunnel and PATH commuter rail just a stone’s 
throw from almost anywhere in the neighborhood.
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We are the Hudson Square Connection
We’re a Business Improvement District.

We are completing the neighborhood’s transformation into a major creative hub that is home 
to nearly 52,000 people working in advertising, design, media, communications, technology, 
and other creative businesses. We provide traffic management and place-making programs, 
building a connected community in a forward-thinking Manhattan neighborhood.

Important Numbers
Hudson Square Connection

NYPD, 1st Precinct

Police and Fire Emergencies

City Agencies and Complaints

(212) 463-9160

(212) 334-0811

911

311

ConEdison Emergency
(800) 752-6633

Office of Emergency Management
(718) 422-4800

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
(800) 621-3362

NYPD Homeless Outreach Unit
(212) 358-8270

Film and Movie Complaints
(212) 489-6710

Representative Jerrold L. Nadler
(212) 367-7350

State Senator Brad M. Hoylman
(212) 633-8052

Assemblymember Deborah Glick
(212) 674-5153

Councilmember Corey Johnson
(212) 564-7757

Community Board 2
(212) 979-2272

How We Can Help You
Whether you need inspiration for where to have lunch or are looking for 
local businesses to collaborate with, the Hudson Square Connection is 
there for you.

In addition, we are your liaison to the City. Need help with permits or 
information on new programs? We can help you navigate the sometimes 
confusing system.

Our website is a repository of information for all things Hudson Square. 
We’re also available to help you via phone, email, or at our offices in the 
heart of our neighborhood.

Hudson Square Connection
180 Varick Street, Suite 422

New York, NY 10014 
(212) 463-9160 

HudsonSquareBID.com
@HudsonSquareNYC

facebook.com/HudsonSquareConnection

Local Resources

The Hudson Square neighborhood is easily accessible 
from the rest of the metropolitan area. We hope every 
day in Hudson Square is perfect, but since stuff always 
happens, we are here as a resource for you. We can  help 

point you to city and state agencies and resources when 
you need them. 


