
Artist Open Call 
Greenwich & Spring Mural Project 
Large-scale Public Art Mural Spanning Vacant 1-Story Building in NYC’s Hudson Square 
 
Overview 
The Hudson Square Business Improvement District (HSBID), in partnership with Ponte Equities 
(mural site property owner), is looking for an NYC-based artist or artist team to design and 
install a large-scale mural in Manhattan’s Hudson Square neighborhood this spring to build on 
Hudson Square’s efforts to activate and beautify its public realm. 
 
Working with the HSBID project team, the selected artist will design and install the mural on a 
vacant one-story building at the corner of Spring and Greenwich Streets. The mural shall be 
installed in spring 2025. The selected artist will have a budget of $25,000 that must include all 
design fees, materials, labor, equipment, and overhead. 
 
For more information on how to apply, and background on the project, see below. The deadline 
for application is March 14, 2025. 
 
About Hudson Square 
Over the last decade, Hudson Square has become one of the most energizing locations in New 
York City. Surrounded by SoHo, Tribeca, and the West Village, the neighborhood is defined by 
its creative industries, unique and cohesive architecture, and vibrant streets. The area is 
primarily commercial with a growing residential community; the neighborhood also has a rising 
reputation as a desirable neighborhood to work, live, and visit. The Hudson Square Business 
Improvement District (HSBID) is doing its part to build a community that is connected, 
welcoming, and inspiring. HSBID has prioritized public art and people-focused streetscapes 
since its inception in 2009. Hudson Square Canvas, our public art program, was designed to 
create an inviting pedestrian environment through large-scale original artworks from 
contemporary artists whose styles complement Hudson Square’s values and identity as a 
creative hub and authentic Manhattan neighborhood. 
 
Site Description 
The project site (i.e. mural canvas) is the entire façade of the one-story building at 511 
Greenwich Street, wrapping the southeast corner of Spring and Greenwich Streets in 
Manhattan’s Hudson Square neighborhood. The existing building has been vacant for over a 
decade, since the closing of the former rock music club Don Hill’s, and has accumulated graffiti 
taggings over recent years. During this period, the surrounding formerly-industrial area has 
evolved into an increasingly mixed-use neighborhood with the opening of new residential and 
office buildings, restaurants and shops. The project site itself is slated for redevelopment within 
the next few years and this mural project is meant to serve as a figurative bridge, helping to 
beautify and activate the area for all of the people who currently live, work, and/or visit the area 
in advance of the redevelopment. 
 
The site is located at the nexus of two key pedestrian corridors in HSBID, Greenwich Street and 
Spring Street, which are slated for improvements as part of HSBID’s 2021 streetscape master 
plan. Greenwich Street serves as a gateway to Tribeca in the south and Spring Street forms an 
integral part of Walk to the Water, a new pedestrian route and art initiative connecting Hudson 
Square to the Hudson River waterfront. Disney and ABC News’ new headquarters are two 
blocks east of the site and Google’s new flagship office is two blocks to the northwest. The site 
is located at an important point in the neighborhood; activation and placemaking here will be 
catalytic for the area. 

https://www.hudsonsquarebid.org/artwalk/
https://hudsonsquarebid.org/newconnections/
https://hudsonsquarebid.org/newconnections/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/5829728bccd74536b7dc196af670a200


The one-story façade/canvas includes both brick and metal surfaces. The canvas is 
approximately 70’ wide and 15’ high along Spring Street, and 40’ wide and 15’ high along 
Greenwich Street (totaling 1,650 SF across the full area). There is a potential opportunity to tap 
the existing power source(s) along the façade, pending coordination with and approvals from 
the property owner, to support a lighting component as part of the art installation, and artists are 
welcome to include such idea(s) as part of their submission. 
 
Artists are encouraged to visit the mural location before responding to this open call. 
 
Mural Creation Process 
The selected artist will be responsible for designing and executing the mural, including: 

● Developing a concept design, a work plan, and detailed budget to be presented to the 
HSBID project team for approval 

● Developing the design through up to three (3) rounds of HSBID review and comments, 
culminating in final approval from the project team and property owner 

● Acquiring the necessary materials including paints, supplies, and ladders/lift as needed 
● Prepping the wall and executing the approved design on schedule and in a manner that 

conforms to the approved concept (artist should assume that a primer and anti-graffiti 
coating may be needed) 

● Communicating with the HSBID project team throughout the design development and 
execution process 

● Attending a mural reveal event and assisting in the promotion of the completed mural 
within branding guidance and approvals from the HSBID project team 

 
HSBID will: 

● Secure all permissions and permits related to the use of the wall for a mural 
● Develop and distribute marketing and communication materials and work with the artist 

on promotion 
 
Artwork Criteria 

● Visual impact/visibility: colorful, vibrant, and noticeable from a distance 
● Mood: cheerful, welcoming, and attractive 
● Subject matter: family-friendly, positive, and hopeful; relatable and accessible to the 

target audience 
 
Potential Artwork Styles 
In the appendix, we have included some examples of artistic styles and approaches that reflect 
the spirit of our public art program and/or potential ways of leveraging the project site to achieve 
a more engaging experience. These examples are meant to serve as inspiration – artist should 
feel free to explore these ideas or bring their own unique perspective to the project. Artists are 
encouraged to leverage the ‘corner site’ location and take inspiration from the context of the 
site. 
 
Target Audiences 
The primary audience is defined as youthful, diverse, creative, and educated. The project aims 
to inspire our creative workforce, improve the daily quality of life for our nearby residents, and 
instill neighborhood pride in all. 
 
Project Schedule 

● February 18  Open call released 
● March 3  Deadline for questions 



● March 14  Applications due by 5 pm 
● *Week of March 24 Tentative dates for finalist interviews 
● *By March 31  Artist selected and contracted 
● *April   Design development, review, and approval 
● *May   Installation period 

 
*Tentative schedule; subject to change (check website for updates) 
 
Application/Submission Requirements 
Interested artists should submit: 

● Contact information: name, address, phone number, and email address 
● Artist Statement or other description of your work (up to 250 words) 
● Artist resume or CV 
● List of previous public art installation works including the following information: title, year, 

location, medium, brief description, dimensions 
● Brief description of your proposed concept for this project (up to 500 words) 
● Up to ten (10) images of past work relevant to this project and/or any other images that 

help convey the proposed concept (jpeg format, no more than 300 dpi, no larger than 
1024x768 pixel resolution, can be sent via Dropbox or other filesharing program) 

● Name and contact information for 2-3 references 
● Optional: provide a link to any embedded media (e.g. Vimeo, Youtube) of past work, 

online portfolio, webpage, or social media account 
 
Please note: we are not requesting a developed artwork design at this time. 
 
Submission deadline: March 14, 2025 at 5:00 PM EST 
 
All submissions must be emailed to PublicArt@HudsonSquareBID.org with “Greenwich & Spring 
Mural Open Call” in the subject line. 
 
Selection Process and Criteria: 
The HSBID project team will review artist applications and select up to three finalists for a virtual 
interview. The final artist will be chosen based on their application, interview, and references.  
 
We will evaluate applications using the following criteria: 

● Artistic merit: the artist’s work must demonstrate a high standard of design quality, 
originality, and proficiency in creating murals 

● Site suitability: the artist’s work must demonstrate that their work would complement the 
local environment and streetscape, have a strong visual quality, and be suitable for the 
public realm 

● Public art experience: the artist must demonstrate experience and ability in executing a 
mural of this scale and in this type of urban environment 

● Project concept: the artist must articulate a clear artistic vision and aesthetic that 
connects with HSBID’s streetscape improvement goals 

● Durability: the artwork must be suitable for outdoor installation in the local environment 
and be able to stay in good visual condition for at least a one-year term 

 
HSBID reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to: (1) reject any or all submittals when, in its 
opinion, it is determined to be in the public interest to do so, (2) cancel, revise, or extend this 
Artist Open Call, and (3) request additional information which may be deemed necessary. 

https://www.hudsonsquarebid.org/neighborhood/news/open-call-for-artists-greenwich-and-spring-mural-project/
mailto:PublicArt@HudsonSquareBID.org


HSBID assumes no responsibilities nor liability for costs incurred by respondents prior to the 
issuance of a contract. 
 
Please send any questions you may have to PublicArt@HudsonSquareBID.org with “Greenwich 
& Spring Mural Open Call” in the subject line. March 3rd is the deadline for questions to be 
submitted in order to receive a response prior to the application deadline. The answers to all 
questions received by the question deadline will be posted to the following webpage on or 
around March 7th: 
[webpage] 
 
Appendix (see below) 

● Site Map 
● Site Photos 
● Inspirational Examples 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:PublicArt@HudsonSquareBID.org
https://www.hudsonsquarebid.org/neighborhood/news/open-call-for-artists-greenwich-and-spring-mural-project/


Site Map 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Site Photos 
 

 
511 Greenwich Street (view from Greenwich & Spring intersection, looking southeast) 
 
 
 



 
Spring Street side, looking east 



 
Greenwich Street side, looking north 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Inspirational Examples 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 


